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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CARERS STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services) [2.06 pm]: It was my pleasure 
to launch the Western Australian carers strategy last month. The strategy was developed by the Department of 
Local Government and Communities in partnership with the Carers Advisory Council and Carers WA. 

About 320 000 Western Australians provide unpaid personal care, support or assistance to people who need 
help with daily living. Carers make a difference to the lives of the people they care for and an invaluable 
social and economic contribution to the state. Although caring is rewarding, it is also difficult. Putting the 
interests of the people they care for first may put carers at risk of social isolation and poor health and 
wellbeing. These difficulties can be heightened by a lack of recognition, awareness and support. 

The state government has a long history of recognising and supporting carers. WA was the first Australian 
jurisdiction to introduce carer-specific legislation with the Carers Recognition Act 2004 and WA Carers 
Charter. The act and charter require carers to be involved in the planning and provision of services that impact 
on them and the people they care for. The Carers Advisory Council was established in 2005 to monitor 
compliance with the act and charter by relevant agencies and services, and report on this to the Parliament. 
Although the state government can provide general leadership, recognising and supporting carers is 
everyone’s responsibility. 

Focusing on five priority areas, the strategy will guide the whole community to better recognise and support 
carers. This includes taking the necessary steps to ensure that carers can build their capacity to provide care 
and manage the life–care balance; maintain their own wellbeing and pursue life goals; access the same life 
opportunities as other Western Australians; participate in the community as full and equal citizens; and be 
recognised and respected as expert partners in care. Recognising and supporting carers is critical to the future 
of carers and the people they care for, and to overall community wellbeing. I encourage all members of this 
house to promote the strategy and do what they can to support carers in Western Australia. 
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